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CROATIA LIBORI SUMMER SCHOOL 2022 

| ALL-DAY | RUTH HAGENGRUBER, LUKA BORSIC, JURE ZOVKO 

This year’s Summer School, under the title WOMEN IN THE HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY – 

CHALLENGING THE CANON is a product of collaboration of three institutions: 

• Research Centre for Women in Philosophy at the Institute of Philosophy in Zagreb 

(Croatia) 

• Centre for History of Women Philosophers and Scientist at the University of Paderborn 

(Germany) 

• University of Zadar (Croatia) 

The Summer School continues the tradition of 

the Libori Summer School which started in 

Paderborn in 2017 and lasted till the outbreak 

of the COVID pandemics. Institute of 

Philosophy organized an online-only summer 

school in 2021. This year, for the first time 

after 2019, with the support of University of 

Zadar, we will gather in-person in the beautiful 

city of Zadar again. 

The Research Centre for Women in 

Philosophy at the Institute of Philosophy in 

Croatia and the Center for the History of 

Women Philosophers and Scientist at 

Paderborn University in Germany are devoted 

to promoting research and studies of women 

in the history of philosophy. This special 

philosophical endeavour beyond the 

mainstream is pursued to fill gaps in the 

history of philosophy. Can we repair the 

damage done to philosophy which, by 

excluded practically all women from its 

history, put in question its credibility and 

identity? Can we fully understand Socrates 

without Diotima, Plato without Aspasia, Descartes without Teresa of Ávila, Kant without Émilie 

Du Châtelet? How do we integrate women philosophers in the philosophical canon?  This 

year’s Croatia Libori Summer School aims to find answers to these questions along with the 

international research network which includes renown researchers and philosophers from 

Germany, the USA, Ukraine, Spain, and Croatia. 

Dr. sc. Luka Boršić, Institute of Philosophy, Croatia 

Prof. Dr. Ruth Hagengruber, Paderborn University, Germany 

Prof. Dr. Jure Zovko, University of Zadar, Croatia 

https://cizuf.ifzg.hr/
https://cizuf.ifzg.hr/
https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/
https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/
https://www.unizd.hr/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sxfkFWskwg
https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/study/summer-school/summer-school-2017/
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For further questions contact: cizuf@ifzg.hr 

For more information click here 

 

 

Call for Abstracts – Émilie Du Châtelet in Relation to Leibniz and Wolff – Similarities 
and Differences 

 

From the 28th – 30th of September 2022 we will host a DFG funded conference “Émilie 
Du Châtelet in Relation to Leibniz and Wolff – Similarities and Differences” at the 
Center for the History of Women Philosophers and Scientists. Confirmed keynote 
speaker is Anne-Lise Rey (Paris Nanterre), and the welcome speaker is Mercator 
Fellow Jeffrey McDonough (Harvard University). We are inviting abstracts exploring 
any aspect of Du Châtelet’s work especially in relation to Leibniz and Wolff for 
presentation at the conference. Graduate students, early career scholars and women 
scholars are especially encouraged to submit. Presentations can be held in English 
or German. Please send your abstract (500 words max) prepared for blind review 
and a separate title page with your personal details, including your best contact email 
address, to contact@historyofwomenphilosophers.org by the 31st of July 2022. You 
can expect to hear back from us by August 15th. 

The conference is part of a DFG funded research project dedicated to exploring 
Émilie Du Châtelet’s relation to Leibniz and Wolff. As part of the project, Jeffrey 
McDonough and Clara Carus will prepare an edited volume on the project theme. 
There is a separate call for papers for publication in the volume. Double submissions 
(abstract to the conference and paper for publication) are possible and encouraged. 
Please find the call for papers here. 

We are looking forward to your submissions. 

 

mailto:cizuf@ifzg.hr
https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/croatia-libori-summer-school-2022/
https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/emilie-du-chatelet-in-relation-to-leibniz-and-wolff-similarities-and-differences/
https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/emilie-du-chatelet-in-relation-to-leibniz-and-wolff-similarities-and-differences/
mailto:contact@historyofwomenphilosophers.org
https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/journals/journal/call-for-papers-emilie-du-chatelet-in-relation-to-leibniz-and-wolff/


History of Women Philosophers and Scientists Newsletter | June 2022         
 
 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE “FROM AUTOMATA TO TRANSHUMANS: 
DEBATING HUMAN NATURE AND ITS LIMITATIONS 1600-2000,” IN PISA. 

On the 21st and 22nd of April 2022 the international 
conference “From Automata to Transhumans: Debating 
Human Nature and its Limitations 1600-2000,” took 
place, organised by Dr. Jil Muller, a post-doctoral 
researcher at the University of Paderborn and Member of 
the Center for the History of Women Philosophers and 
Scientists. Dr. Jil Muller was able to organise this huge 
event thanks to being awarded the VivaMente 2022 
grant by the Centre for the Study of Medicine and the 
Body in the Renaissance (CSMBR). The event was co-
organised with Guido Giglioni from the University of 
Macerata, with the support of the director of the 
CSMBR, Fabrizio Bigotti. 

The conference was a hybrid event, bringing together 
young scholars and experienced researchers from 

Europe, North and South America, and Asia. It was hosted, as the first post-
pandemic conference, in the Domus Comeliana in Pisa, 
which is part of the Fondazione Comel. Marcello Comel was 
a doctor and professor of medicine, who had a Chair at the 
University of Modena and who led the Clinic of Pisa, as well 
as the first Italian Burn Center. The early Comel School has 
been enriched with a Library named after Santorio Santorio, 
the sixteenth-century physician, who was as well-known as 
Galileo Galilei in the field of medicine. In the footsteps of 
Hippocrates, Santorio taught the physical and organic unity 
of the human being: medical humanism. 

Quite in spirit of Santorio Santorio and 

Marcello Comel, the conference has not only 

addressed human nature from a medical 

point of view, but also in its philosophical, 

literary and artistic aspects. This made it 

possible to assemble talks on sixteenth- and 

seventeenth-century medicine, Descartes’ 

conception of machine, Vaucanson’s 

automata, cyborg, robots, transhumans, 

metaphors in political theories, vitalism, ans 

the idea oft he perfect human. Some of the 

lectures dealt specifically with the female 

body, for example a lecture on tools for birth 

control and a lecture on the female "element" in the Embryology of Albert the Great.  

https://kw.uni-paderborn.de/fach-philosophie/personal/personen/91668
https://csmbr.fondazionecomel.org/events-and-activities/vivamente/vivamente_2022/
https://csmbr.fondazionecomel.org/events-and-activities/vivamente/vivamente_2022/
https://csmbr.fondazionecomel.org/
https://csmbr.fondazionecomel.org/
https://docenti.unimc.it/guidomaria.giglioni
https://csmbr.fondazionecomel.org/scientific-committee/fabrizio-bigotti/
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A selection of the Conference proceedings will be published with Palgrave Studies in 
Medieval and Early Modern Medicine (PSMEMM). 

With the CSMBR, our Centre has found a new cooperation partner. We are looking forward to 

a promising collaboration, especially on the topic of the female body in the history of philosophy 

and medicine. 

 

 

VOICES FROM UKRAINE: HISTORY OF WOMEN PHILOSOPHERS AND SCIENTISTS IN 

THE SITUATION OF WAR 

A COOPERATION BETWEEN KATERYNA KARPENKO, DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER FOR 

GENDER STUDIES, KHARKIV NATIONAL MEDICAL UNIVERSITY, AND RUTH EDITH 

HAGENGRUBER, DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER FOR THE HISTORY OF WOMEN 

PHILOSOPHERS AND SCIENTISTS 

  

When?             May 27th – May 28th 2022 

Where?            Zoom 

What?              Hybrid Conference 

Almost three months have passed since Russia launched a full-

scale war against Ukraine, bringing death, suffering, destruction 

and radically changing the established way of life. Many people 

have moved to quieter areas of Ukraine, many have found 

temporary shelter abroad. The shock of the first days of the war 

is being replaced by the need to comprehend the current 

situation in various contexts, including articulating the issues of 

gender parity in scientific ethos in a new way. 

The purpose of the conference “Voices from Ukraine: History of 

Women Philosophers and Scientists in the Situation of War”, on 

the one hand, was to support and continue scientific cooperation with the Center for Gender 

Education of Kharkiv National Medical University, and on the other hand, to create a scientific 

platform for the exchange of thoughts on the life trajectories of women scientists in war and 

their prospects. 

An important topic of discussion was the position of women researchers in the social sciences 

and humanities, where the proportion of women exceeds 60%. Low wages, involuntary part-

time work, short-term contracts, self-financing of research—all these characteristics of the 

position of scientists and researchers can be interpreted as markers of an unsustainable 

situation, which is undoubtedly exacerbated by war. 

https://link.springer.com/series/16206
https://link.springer.com/series/16206
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Many Ukrainian women scientists came to Germany after the start of a full-scale war in Ukraine 

on guest invitations from local universities and foundations. The conference will discuss the 

problems of integration into German academic life and the continuation of an academic career. 

An important topic of discussion was the existential dimensions of war and peace in the context 

of the search for meaning in life and self-realization of women. Ecofeminism and the ethics of 

care will become the methodological basis for analyzing the environmental consequences of 

war. 

  

Language: Talks/Presentations in English Discussions in English, German and Ukrainian 

Ukrainian-German Interpreter (Prof. Dr. Volodymyr Abashnick) will be present via Zoom 

Speakers: 

Prof. Dr. Olena Strelnyk 

Prof. Dr. Tatiana Perga 

Prof. Dr. Nelly Filyanina 

Prof. Dr. Nataliya Kufterina 

Prof. Dr. Iryna Utiuzh 

Prof. Dr. Volodymyr Abashnick 

Olena V. Zaytseva 

 

New Voices Summer Term Talk Series 

Welcome to our New Voices Talk series for the Summer Term 2022 organised by the 
New Voices Du Châtelet Group at the Center for the History of Women Philosophers 
and Scientists (Clara Carus, Jil Muller and Aaron Wells).  The New Voices Talk 
Series is a monthly, completely online event, dedicated this Summer Term mainly to 
the research on Émilie du Châtelet. 

 

  

Even if the Summer Term Talk Series is dedicated to 
Émilie du Châtelet we will start with an out of schedule 
event. Many of you regularly apply for different research 
grants, like for example the MSCA (Marie Curie 
fellowship). This is why Jil Muller invited Oberto 
Marrama, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of 
Oulu, who has recently won a MSCA (Marie Curie 
fellowship) – European Postdoctoral 

https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/project/directory-of-women-philosophers/du-chatelet-emilie-1706-1749/
https://kw.uni-paderborn.de/fach-philosophie/personal/personen/91668
https://www.oulu.fi/en/researchers/oberto-marrama
https://www.oulu.fi/en/researchers/oberto-marrama
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
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Fellowship. Oberto Marrama will be financed for two years 
and will work at Ca’Foscari University of Venice, on a 
project entitled: “Margaret Cavendish (1623-1673) in the 
history of European ideas of consciousness.” (acronym: 
EuCon) 

On the 4th of May at 5pm (CET) Oberto gave us insight in his 
project on Cavendish, but above all he provided us advice for a good Marie Curie 
fellowship application. He spoke about his experience, how he dealt with the gender 
issue, where he found support and which were the points that made him win this 
award. You can watch the video here. 

 

 

THE TALKS OF THE SPACE AND TIME WORKSHOP 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE AS PODCASTS 

From 22nd November to 26th November 2021, Prof. 
George N. Vlahakis from the Hellenic Open University, 
School of Humanities and Prof. Chelsea C. Harry from 
Southern Connecticut State University (USA) will visit 
the Center for the History of Women Philosophers 
and Scientists. Prof. Vlahakis comes for the first visit 
for the opening of the joint Erasmus Study program 
between the two universities: the University of 
Paderborn and the Hellenic Open University. 

Prof. George N. Vlahakis is Associate Professor at the 
Hellenic Open University, School of Humanities. He is 
the Director of the M. Sc. Program on “Science 
Communication”. His main research interest is the 
history of science in South-Eastern Europe with a focus 

on comparative studies in the framework of the so-called “periphery-center” scheme. 
His main research areas are history of science, science and literature, science and 
religion, science education, enlightenment and science communication. He has 
participated in many international Conferences and he has published papers and 
books in Greek and English. He is also editor of thematic volumes and special issues 
of scientific journals. His last book, Science and Literature: Poetry and Prose, was 
published in 2021, in a digital publication. Prof. Chelsea C. Harry is Associate 
Professor of Philosophy and Assistant Chairperson at Southern Connecticut State 

https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/project/directory-of-women-philosophers/cavendish-margaret-1623-1673/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFhGv2voWm8&t=2s
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University (USA). She is a philosopher of nature, and her work is rooted in the history 
of ideas. Her historical areas of speciality include ancient Greek, especially 
Aristotelian naturalism, and late 18th-19th century German thought. She is the author 
of the book: Chronos in Aristotle’s Physics: On the Nature of Time, Springer, 2015. 
She is completing a manuscript on Aristotelian naturalism: Maximal Living: An 
Aristotelian Argument for Animal Wellbeing. With Prof. Vlahakis, she is co-
editing Women in the History of Science, Philosophy, and Literature, forthcoming in 
the Springer series Women Philosophers and Scientists, eds. Ruth Hagengruber and 
Mary Ellen Waithe. She published some of her work on Sappho as a philosopher of 
time on the American Philosophical Association Blog, in 2021: “Sappho of Lesbos 
was a Lover of Wisdom, but what kind?” Her research on Sappho’s philosophy of 
time is forthcoming with Springer’s series, “Women Philosophers and Scientists,” and 
in the Routledge Handbook of Women and Ancient Greek Philosophy. 

During their stay, the Center for the History of Women Philosophers and Scientists, 
under the direction of Ruth Hagengruber, organizes a workshop, under the 
organisation of Dr. Jil Muller, on “Space and Time: 18th–19th century Women 
Philosophers and Scientists.” Four research talks will address four female 
philosophers. Dr. Clara Carus will talk about Émilie du Châtelet to show her unique 
approach to the concepts of relative and absolute space. Du Châtelet’s 
1740 Institutions de physique includes extended discussions of space and time, and 
she takes the clarification of these concepts to be crucial for the foundations of 
physics. Du Châtelet went on to translate and comment on Newton’s Principia, in 
addition to writings on experimental philosophy, biblical criticism, ethics, and 
more. Prof. Chelsea C. Harry will speak about temporality in the work of Karoline 
von Günderrode. She was a German poet of the Romantic period, that irritated many 
of her readers. Like other romantics such as Hölderlin, she was enthusiastic about 
the ideas of the French Revolution, and she was imbued, from an early age, with the 
great themes of her work: slavery and freedom, love and death. By writing on these 
themes, she apparently violated conventions of the time about how a woman should 
behave and how she should write poetry. She also was the mistress of a married 
man and was burdened by the irresolvable conflict between her need for freedom 
and the female role of the time. Dr. Jil Muller will talk about Sophie Germain and her 
conception of space and time in Pensées diverses. The French mathematician, who 
had to exchange letters under a male pseudonym to get in contact with great 
Parisian professors, is famous for the Sophie Germain theorem concerning numbers. 
She wrote one major philosophical text, that was published posthumously by her 
nephew, Considérations générales sur l’état des Sciences et des Lettres aux 
différentes époques de leur culture, to which the Pensées diverses were a crucial 
addition. Prof. George N. Vlahakis will invent an imaginative dialogue between 
Hegel and Helle Lambrides on time. Lambrides was a Greek female philosopher of 
the 20th century. She published over 100 works on many topics, from the history of 
ancient Greek philosophy to modern analytic philosophy and even Husserl, 
Heidegger and Sartre. 
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All talks are now available as Podcasts. You can find the podcasts here. 

Further information about the Workshop can be found here: 

Space and Time: 18th -19th Century Women Philosophers and Scientists 

 

 

Additional updates on the history of women philosophers can be found on our news website. 

For staying up to date with the activities of the Center, follow us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram or 

visit us on YouTube for new videos on women in the history of philosophy. 

 

Please send messages to the list to this address.  

To UNSUBSCRIBE or manage your subscription visit this page.  

 

https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/space-and-time-podcast/
https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/event/space-and-time-18th-19th-century-women-philosophers-and-scientists/
https://historyofwomenphilosophers.org/news/
https://www.facebook.com/women.philosophers
https://twitter.com/CenterHWPS
https://www.instagram.com/historywomenphilosophers/
https://www.youtube.com/user/WomenPhilosophers/
file://///fs-cifs.uni-paderborn.de/upb/groups/hwps/data/SHK/Social%20Media%20Archiv/Newsletter/historyofwomenphilosophersandscientists-owner@lists.uni-paderborn.de
https://lists.uni-paderborn.de/mailman/listinfo/historyofwomenphilosophersandscientists

